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Table 6: Changes Made in Ob/Gyn Practice in New York State Since 2006 and
Reported Causes

As a Result of the

Lack of Affordable As a Result of the Risk

Obstetric Practice or Fear of Professional
Changes

and/or Available
Professional Liability
Insurance

Liability Claims or
Litigation

Decreased # of high-risk

9 0
obstetric patients 29.0% 39.3%

Increased number of

ol s 24 5% 33.3%
cesarean deliveries

Stopped offering/
performing vaginal births 22.1% 26.8%
after Cesarean (VBAC)

Decreased # of total

o 15.2% 21.0%
deliveries

Stopped practicing

3 10.5% 11.4%
obstetrics

Source: 2009 ACOG Survey on Professional Liability

Papers published by the New York State Trial Lawyers Association (NYSTLA) have
refuted any reports of an Ob-Gyn shortage in New York State'®. However, these studies
have not taken into consideration those physicians who have reduced their scope of
practice and are therefore limiting the supply of obstetric services available. NYSTLA
also argues that New York State has nothing to worry about regarding retirement among
Ob-Gyns, reporting that in some areas of the state, large proportions of the practicing ob-
gyns are still relatively young (with about a third of Ob-Gyns having been in practice for
between 10 and 20 years). However, according to a study conducted by the Center for
Health Workforce Studies in 2006, between 2004 and 2005, more than 10% of all New
York State Ob-Gyns reported plans to retire or reduce hours, a rate that is much higher
than for all other specialties'’. Ob-Gyns in New York also plan to retire at much higher
rates in younger age groups (See Figure 3). Even though a large portion of practicing
Ob-Gyns in New York State are in their forties, the average age at which physician’s stop
practicing obstetrics is 47 years old."

' The True Crisis of Medical Malpractice: Needless Injuries, Tragic Deaths (2005). The New York State Trial Lawyers
Association (NYSTLA)

' Changing Practice Patterns of Obstetricians/Gynecologists in New York (2006), The Center for Health Workforce
Studies, University at Albany, School of Public Health

¥ 2006 ACOG Survey on Professional Liability — American College of Obsletricians and Gynecologists
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