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Introduction

Touchstone is an innovative new series for adult and young adult learners of English. ltis a
“corpus-informed” course, drawing on extensive research into the corpus of North American
English in the Cambridge lnternational Corpus - a large database of everyday conversations
and texts that show how people actually use English,

Corpus research ensures that learners using Touchstone will encounter the most useful and
widely used words, phrases, and grammar in everyday situations. The research also makes
possible the introduction of the important syllabus area of “conversation management
strategies” - how to start and end conversations, how to show interest, and how to ask
questions that are not wo direct, The result is a groundbreaking course of language and
skills development that helps learners communicate naturally and effectively, even at the
very beginning levels.
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Easy and enjovable to teach, Touchstone is full of new and exciting ideas, offering a fresh
approach to the teaching and learning of English, [ere are some answers to the questions
that people have asked us about the Touchstone series,

-

Touchstone is a corpus-informed course. What is a corpus exactly?

A corpus 1s a database of spoken or weltten English. The words in a corpus ean be i
collected from a variety of sources. For example, words [n a written corpus may come
from newspapers, magazines, books, or the Internet, while words in a spoken corpus may
come from everyday conversations, Towchstone was written with the help of the corpus of {
North American English in the Cambridge International Corpus (Corpus) - a database that

currently holds more than a billlon words,

What kinds of information can you learn from a corpus?

With eomputer safltware to analyze a corpus, we can find out the most commaonly used

English words and expressions, The use of a corpus is a major innovation that makes it !
possible to develop an exciting new approach to learning English. i
We used ihe Corpus io answer questions like these: i
What are the mos! frequent words and phrases in English? By analyzing the Corpus, we can ldentily i
the most frequent words in everyvday conversation, For example, we can find the top 50, i

500, 1,000, or 5,000 words in the spoken Corpus and see how these are different from the
muost frequent words in the written Corpus, This ensures that students learn the most useful
conversational words right from the beginning.

Which English words are mosi ifkely fo occur logether? We can find typical collocations, or words
frequenily used iogether, by looking at all the examples of an individual word and seeing
what words most often precede or follow i, For example, we can identify the adjective that
most frequently follows the adverb pretty (as used in v was pretty good.), We learn that the
top four adjective collocations with prerry are pretry good, prerty mice, pretty bad, and pretty "
conl. This kind of information helps us present the adverh prefiy, as well as other words and
phrases, in natural and useful collocations.

What are the mos! common meanings and vses of a particular grammar siructure? By studving
the Corpus, we can find out, for example, how people typically use the verb can. Most [
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